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A person is functionally literate who 
can engage in all those activities in 
which literacy is required for effective 
function of his or her group and com-
munity and also for enabling him or 
her to continue to use reading, writing 






Literacy is the ability to identify, un-
derstand, interpret, create, communi-
cate and compute, using printed and 
written materials associated with vary-
ing contexts. Literacy involves a con-
tinuum of learning in enabling individ-
uals to achieve his or her goals, develop 
his or	her knowledge and potential and 




































ity to manage printed information in 
daily activities, at home, at work and 
in the community to achieve one’s goals 






























































PIAAC	(Programme for the Interna-

































































•	Orality, oral cultures and oral lan-
guages and their relationship to lit-
eracy
•	The relationship between literacy 
and literacies
•	The relationship between the skills 
of individuals and social practices 
linked to written materials
•	The value of literacy and educa-
tion in general and different visions 




















































































table 1.  areas assessed in adult literacy surveys 






































































































The only phenomenon with which 
writing has always been concomitant is 
the creation of cities and empires, that 
is the integration of large numbers of 
individuals into a political system, and 
their grading into castes and classes 
(…) it seems to have favoured the ex-








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Will we return 
to oral culture 
in the future?













chart 3.  analytical map of literacy research











critical agency in context
information 
literacy
Literacies of information            —   ———— 
Socio-cultural approach               —   —   —————— 
Freirean approach    ———————————
Functional literacy       —   —  —  ————————————
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